


Jane Austen was an English writer whose novels of romance and society are

still very popular with readers today. Austen came from a very large family.

She had six brothers and one sister. She and her sister attended school for a

few years, but had to stop when Austen was around eleven years old because

her family could no longer afford the expense. This was only the end of

Austen’s formal education, however.



She continued to read and study while living at home with her family.

Her father encouraged this, and he also encouraged Austen to write –

something which was somewhat scandalous for women to do at the time.something which was somewhat scandalous for women to do at the time.

She continued to write as she grew older and eventually published

several books – though she published them anonymously.



Some of the most important themes in Austen’s books are related to

women, their independence and marriage. She was an important

commentator on the social inequalities of her lifetime. She died young, incommentator on the social inequalities of her lifetime. She died young, in

1817, and so only published six novels. Still, she continues to be well-loved

and one of the most adapted of English authors to screen and stage.



Now, let’s read about one of Jane 

Austen’s most famous novels:Austen’s most famous novels:

Pride & Prejudice.





❖ Which of the Bennet daughters are main characters?

❖ Why is it important for the Bennet sisters to marry well?

❖ How is Mr. Bingley important for Mrs. Bennet?

Now, based on what you read, answer the following questions:

❖ How is Mr. Bingley important for Mrs. Bennet?

❖ What kind of novel is Pride and Prejudice, on the most basic level?

❖ What criticism does Jane Austen give of her society in the novel?



Now, let’s discuss a passage from 

Pride & Prejudice.Pride & Prejudice.





❖ In your own words, describe the meaning of the passage.

❖ What words and phrases are used to describe the positive side

Think about it.

❖ What words and phrases are used to describe the positive side

of men?



Read the questions and choose the correct answers: 

❖ Which of the following is not attractive about Mr. Darcy?

a. His appearance.

b. His income.b. His income.

c. His home.

d. His attitude.



❖ How does Mr. Darcy compare to Mr. Bingley?

a. He’s better-looking.

b. He has more money.b. He has more money.

c. He’s friendlier.

d. He’s more of a gentleman.



❖ Why do people stop liking Mr. Darcy?

a. He thinks he’s better than them.

b. He dances with too many women.b. He dances with too many women.

c. He talks too much and too loudly.

d. He insults people to their faces.



❖ Who particularly dislikes Mr. Darcy?

a. Mrs. Hurst

b. Mr. Bingleyb. Mr. Bingley

c. Mrs. Bennet

d. Miss Bingley


