














! pﬁd& and Prejudice is about the Bennet family. Mr.
and Mrs. Bennet have five daughters. Jane is the

oldest, and she is beautiful, kind, and good. Elizabeth is
the next oldest. She, too, is pretty, but not as beautiful as
Jane. She's free-spirited, outspoken, and intelligent.
She's also the main character. The other three daughters
are not as important to the story. They are Mary, the
foolish intellectual, and Lydia and Kitty, the silly flirts.
Because of the laws and customs in England at the time,
none of these daughters will inherit the family home when

Mr. Bennet passes away. In addition,
. Mr. Bennet is not a wealthy man.
Therefore, his daughters will
be left with nothing when
he is gone. For this
reason, both Mr. and
Mrs. Bennet are very
concerned with finding

husbands for their daughters. Marriage is the only means
by which the Bennet girls can avoid becoming destitute.
At the beginning of the book, a new man named Mr.
Bingley moves to town. He is rich, so Mrs. Bennet
immediately wants to introduce him to her daughters. The
ball described in the following passage is the first chance
the Bennet women have to meet Mr. Bingley and their
impressions of him and his friend Mr. Darcy are given.

On the surface, Pride and Prejudice is a romance, where
Elizabeth and Mr Darcy slowly move from dislike of one
another to falling in love. However, under the surface is
Jane Austen’s keen and often biting humor, as she lays
open the hypocrisy and materialism of her society, where
every woman oy necessity must find a man — and one
with means. On each level — as a romance, a comedy of
manners, and a social critigue — the novel works
exquisitely well, eamning it a place alongside the other
classics of Englist literature.









g 2 Bingley was good looking and

N \IMF‘. gentlemanlike; he had a pleasant
countenance, and easy, unaffected manners. His
brother-in-law, Mr. Hurst, merely looked the
gentleman; but his friend Mr. Darcy soon drew the
attention of the room by his fine, tall person,
handsome features, noble mien; and the report which
was in general circulation within five minutes after
his entrance, of his having ten thousand a year. The
gentlemen pronounced him to be a fine figure of a
man, the ladies declared he was much handsomer
than Mr. Bingley, and he was looked at with great
admiration for about half the eveming, till his
manners gave a disgust which turned the tide of his
populanty; for he was discovered to be proud, to be
above his company, and above being pleased; and
not all his large estate in Derbyshire could then save
him from having a most forbidding, disagreeable
countenance, and being unworthy to be compared
with his friend.

-of his general

Mr. Bingley had soon made himself acquainted with
all the principal people in the room; he was lively
and unreserved, danced every dance, was angry that
the ball closed so early, and talked of giving one
himself at Netherfield. Such amiable qualities must
speak for themselves. What a contrast between him
and his friend! Mr. Darcy danced only once with
Mrs. Hurst and once with Miss Bingley, declined
being introduced to any other lady, and spent the rest
of the evening in walking about the room, speaking
occasionally to one of his own party. His character
was decided. He was the proudest, most disagreeable
man in the world, and every body hoped that he
would never come there again. Amongst the most
violent against him was Mrs. Bennet, whose dislike
behaviour was sharpened into
particular resentment by his having slighted one of
her dilugh[ers.


















